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Previews of local high 
school football teams, 
changes to leagues
FOOTBALL 2026, INSIDE

Small Grants Pass park to become 
play area for new children’s center

By Vickie Aldous 
of the Daily Courier 

The city of Grants Pass is leasing 
Debo Park to a preschool and a 
coming children’s museum, which 
means the downtown park will be 
fenced off and unavailable for pub-
lic use starting on Sept. 8. 

For several years, families have 
felt unsafe using the small park and 
its playground because of homeless 
people and drug users who continue 
to hang out there despite police 
enforcement. 

In 2024, Dutch Bros donated its 
former headquarters building next 
to Debo Park to the Oregon Center 
for Creative Learning. 

The center launched a preschool 
there a year ago, and plans to open 
a children’s museum in 2027 once 
construction wraps up on exhibits, 
according to Sunny Spicer, execu-
tive director of the center that also 
operates a preschool and children’s 
museum in downtown Medford. 

The center is constructing a 
preschool playground in a parking 
lot behind the building, and plans to 
use Debo Park for additional play 
space for kids, she said. The Oregon Center for Creative Learning runs a preschool in the former Dutch Bros headquar-

ters building in downtown Grants Pass. The center is constructing a children’s museum in the 
building that will open in 2027.
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The city of Grants Pass is leasing Debo Park downtown to the Oregon Center for Creative Learning, which has a preschool in a 
building near the park and is planning to add a children’s museum. The park will be fenced off and unavailable for public use 
starting on Sept. 8, except to families who use the preschool or buy museum admission.

Races set 
for Grants 
Pass City 
Council
By Vickie Aldous 
of the Daily Courier 

Voters will have plenty of choices as they 
pick who they want on the Grants Pass City 
Council during the Nov. 3 election. 

The deadline for challengers to file for 
office closed at 5 p.m. on Tuesday, while the 
deadline for incumbents was last week. 

Four seats on the eight-member council 
are up for election. The other four seats and 
the mayor’s position will be up for election in 
a future year. 

Grants Pass is divided into four wards, 
with two councilors living in each ward, but 
elected by voters citywide. 

In Ward 1 in northwest Grants Pass, 
Councilor Rob Pell —  a health food store 
and restaurant owner — has filed for reelec-
tion. He’s being challenged by Michael 
O’Coyne, a real estate broker who is active 
with the Main Street Grants Pass organiza-
tion that promotes the downtown area.  

In Ward 2 in northeast Grants Pass, Coun-
cilor Rick Riker, a land use consultant, is 
seeking reelection. He’s facing Erin Cook — 
whose occupational experience is stay-at-
home mom, classroom teacher and business 
owner — and Candy Rosenberg, a paralegal 
and certified crime victims advocate. 

In Ward 3 in southeast Grants Pass, 
appointed Councilor Seth Benham, owner of 
a marketing company, is being challenged 
by Konnor Kirkpatrick, who operates a haul-
ing business and thrift store. 

Last week, Ward 4 in southwest Grants 
Pass was wide open after longtime Councilor 
Joel King decided not to file for reelection. 
Tom Bradbeer, a former dean of human 
resources and professor, has filed to fill the 
seat. 

Winners of the November election will 
take office in January 2027. 

——— 
Reach reporter Vickie Aldous at 541-474-3813 or 

valdous@thedailycourier.com.

Medford names 
3 finalists for city 
manager job
By Emma Maple 
of the Daily Courier 

The Medford City Council has chosen 
three finalists for the city manager position, 
winnowed from a nationwide search that 
drew nearly 40 applicants. 

Community members are invited to meet 
the finalists on Wednesday next week from 4-
6 p.m. at the Medford Police Department’s 
headquarters, 219 S. Ivy St. 

Candidate DawnMarie 
Buckland, from Arizona, 
currently serves as the 
executive director and chief 
deputy assessor for the 
Maricopa County Asses-
sor’s Office. 

Prior experience includ-
ed director of administra-
tion and government affairs 
from 2015 to 2017 and assis-
tant town manager from 2017 to 2020, both 
for Paradise Valley, a suburb of Phoenix. 

Candidate Martha Bennett, hailing from 
Oregon, worked as the city manager for 

Lake Oswego, a suburb of 
Portland, before resigning in 
February for unknown rea-
sons, according to news 
reports. 

The Lake Oswego Review 
reported that Bennett’s sepa-
ration contract stated she 
“resigned in lieu of termina-
tion but not for misconduct 
connected with work.” 

Prior to Lake Oswego, Bennett’s work 
experience included five years as the Ash-
land city administrator between 2006 and 
2011 and eight years as the Portland Metro 
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By Nicholas Riccardi and            
Lindsay Whitehurst 
Associated Press 

A federal judge on Wednesday 
lifted a major obstacle to President 

Donald Trump’s executive order 
limiting mail voting, even as Demo-
cratic state officials filed a new 
court challenge with the midterm 
elections fast approaching. 

The fresh round of legal wran-
gling comes just two days after the 
Supreme Court handed down a pro-
cedural ruling in Trump’s favor, 
and could mean the issue lands 
before the high court again before 

the pivotal contests for control of 
Congress. The first mailed ballots 
are set to be sent out next week. 

U.S. District Judge Indira Tal-
wani in Boston agreed to lift an 
order prohibiting the U.S. Postal 
Service from carrying out Trump’s 
order for November’s elections. She 
wrote that she was “compelled” to 
do so after the Supreme Court’s con-
servative majority ruled that a simi-

lar injunction she granted in a sepa-
rate case was premature. 

Talwani nevertheless said the 
executive order could unleash 
“chaos” and referred to it as “likely 
unconstitutional.” 

The administration can now move 
forward and implement a Postal 
Service rule published late Friday. 

As states sue anew in mail voting, judge lifts obstacle 
In wake of Supreme Court 
ruling, district judge 
‘compelled’ to lift injunction
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