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WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump said Thursday that 
he is once more trying to limit the 
number of people who are born in 
the country who can become Amer-
ican citizens, in a sign that even 

after his first attempt at limiting 
birthright citizenship was rejected 
by the Supreme Court, he’s ready 
to try again. 

The president said he was sign-
ing two executive actions on immi-
gration, including one limiting the 
number of people eligible for U.S. 
citizenship after being born in the 
United States, while another 

focused on stopping people from 
coming to the U.S. to give birth. 

The written executive order 
released later Thursday was nar-
rower in scope than the previous 
one shot down by the Supreme 
Court and appeared to focus on 
restricting automatic citizenship to 
specific categories of people, 
including children born to adults 

with connections to foreign 
embassies or organizations as well 
as anyone considered an “alien 
enemy” of the United States. 

It also aimed to restrict 
birthright citizenship to anyone 
whose parents “engaged in fraudu-
lent activity to obtain citizenship.” 
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Flames are seen from the Woodrat Fire as it moves closer to parts of Sterling Creek Road south of Jacksonville on Thursday 
afternoon. As of this morning, the fire had burned 282 acres.

Trump again tries to restrict birthright citizenship

By Chrissy Ewald 
of the Daily Courier 

RUCH — An Applegate Valley wildfire 
that grew quickly Thursday afternoon and 
triggered a “Level 3 - Go Now” evacuation 
for the rural community of Buncom was 
mapped at 282 acres overnight. 

The Oregon Department of Forestry 
reported hand crews and bulldozers had built 
fire line around 100% of the perimeter of the 
Woodrat Fire by this morning despite low 
humidity overnight. 

The fire had been 60% lined with hoses as 
of this morning, which ODF said will help 
fire crews secure the fire line and extinguish 
hot spots. 

Zone JAC-436, which includes the intersec-
tion of Little Applegate Road and Sterling 
Creek Road, was issued a “Level 3 - Go Now” 
evacuation notice by the Jackson County 
Sheriff’s Office on Thursday around 6 p.m. 
and was still under that threat level at 9:30 
a.m. this morning. 

Mexican national 
pleads guilty to 
illegally owning 
guns, lying on 
federal gun form
By Chrissy Ewald 
of the Daily Courier 

The first of four Mexican nationals accused 
of buying over 160 guns, mostly at a gun store 
in Cave Junction, has pleaded guilty to 
weapons-related charges in U.S. District Court 
in Medford. 

Samuel Rodrigo Melo Santos, 27, pleaded 
guilty Tuesday to being an alien in possession 
of a firearm and making false statements in the 
acquisition of a firearm. 

The U.S. attorney’s office said Melo Santos 
faces a maximum sentence of 15 years in 
prison, a $250,000 fine and three years of super-
vised probation. 

He is scheduled to be sentenced on Oct. 9. 
As part of his plea deal, Melo Santos agreed 

to forfeit $15,229 in cash and three rounds of .45-
caliber ammunition, which he admitted were 
tied to the crimes. 

A plea document said his conviction would 
make deportation or removal from the United 
States “practically inevitable and a virtual cer-
tainty.” 

Melo Santos was one of four men arrested in 
December 2025 in connection with a gun bust. 
The four men were accused of buying more 
than 160 guns altogether, with Melo Santos 
alone accused of buying 91. 

According to federal prosecutors, the case 
began in July 2025 when investigators with the 
federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms conducted a compliance inspection at 
a federally licensed gun dealer in Cave Junc-
tion called IV Guns & Ammo. 

In an affidavit, an ATF special agent said 
investigators found repeated sales of the same 
make and model of firearm to a group of indi-
viduals sharing the same address in O’Brien 
and in Medford, a pattern the agent called “an 
indicator of firearms trafficking.” 

On gun purchasing paperwork, the agent 
said the men wrote “Mexico” for place of birth 
and checked the box next to the United States 
for country of citizenship. 
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Oregon universal 
health care board 
punts single-payer 
report over funding 
uncertainty
By Jake Thomas 
Oregon Capital Chronicle 

A state board in charge of developing a uni-
versal health plan for all Oregonians will delay 
the release of its final report to lawmakers, cit-
ing uncertainty over how to pay for it.  

The Universal Health Plan Governance 
Board voted unanimously Thursday morning to 
extend its deadline to Dec. 1 for its report that 
will describe the state’s transition to a single-
payer system where a public corporation would 
offer what’s promised to be more generous cov-
erage at a lower cost to qualifying Oregon resi-
dents. The report was originally scheduled for 
release Sept. 15.  

Even with the extra time, none of the 
board’s nine members expressed confidence 
the report would answer the perplexing ques-
tion of how to finance a state-based, single-
payer health care system.  

“What we have is not a comprehensive 
plan,” Dr. Bruce Goldberg, a former state 
health official and board member, said during 
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8 men arrested on felony charges 
during child exploitation sweep
By Emma Maple 
of the Daily Courier 

Eight Jackson County men 
ranging in age from 74 to 21 were 
arrested Wednesday on felony 
charges alleging the sexual 
exploitation of children, some as 
young as 4, according to the Jack-
son County Sheriff’s Office. 

The sweep, conducted by the 
Southern Oregon Child Exploita-
tion Team, targeted men 

throughout the county who were 
identified through separate 
investigations, the sheriff’s office 
said. 

They are facing felony charges 
for various types of encouraging 
child sexual abuse, including 
attempting to solicit children for 
sexual activity and viewing sexu-
ally explicit photos and videos of 
children. 

The arrested men were: 
• Eric Richard Rand, 58, of 

Medford, charged with three 
counts of first-degree encourag-
ing child sexual abuse and 11 
counts of second-degree encour-
aging child sexual abuse. Accord-
ing to the indictment, Rand 
viewed and potentially sent out 
pornographic images of children 
as young as 4 years old. 

• Charles Harvey McMillan, 
33, of Talent, charged with 10 
counts of first-degree encourag-
ing child sexual abuse material, 

or CSAM. According to the indict-
ment, McMillan duplicated multi-
ple visual recordings of child 
pornography. 

• Jermaine James Owens, 53, 
no permanent address, charged 
with one count each of first-
degree online sexual corruption of 
a child, second-degree online sex-
ual corruption of a child, second-
degree encouraging child sexual 

Woodrat Fire reaches 282 acres, 
prompts evacuation of Buncom

Jackson County Sheriff’s Office 

Charles Harvey McMillan (right) was one of eight 
men arrested on felony charges during a child 
exploitation sweep on Wednesday.
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Smoke from the Woodrat Fire fills the sky as it burns in triple-digit temperatures on 
Thursday afternoon in the Applegate Valley south of Jacksonville.

Blaze started as a 
vehicle fire, ODF says


