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Grants Pass

RCC board
approves new
policies on
immigration,

law enforcement

By Chrissy Ewald
of the Daily Courier

Rogue Community College’s board of education
on Monday approved policies about how the col-
lege will tell staff and students about federal
immigration enforcement and prohibiting employ-
ees from assisting certain kinds of federal or out-
of-state law enforcement operations, in response
to two state laws taking effect on Sept. 30.

Oregon House Bill 4079 requires the boards of
public school districts to adopt a policy to provide
notifications to staff and students when federal
immigration authorities are confirmed to be on
school property for immigration enforcement.

Oregon House Bill 4138 prohibits employees of
any public body in the state from intentionally
assisting federal or out-of-state law enforcement
from investigating, apprehending or arresting
people based on various categories, including
speech or assembly protected under the First
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution or as part of
“an unlawful search or seizure or other surveil-
lance activity” that violates the Fourth Amend-
ment.

The bill also limits when federal immigration
officers can wear masks, and requires law
enforcement to clearly display identifying infor-
mation.

The Trump administration has made immigra-
tion enforcement a priority, and in 2025 rescinded
a federal policy that banned immigration agents
from operating in “sensitive areas” like schools,
churches and hospitals.

Oregon lawmakers, largely Democrats, have
responded by passing laws designed to limit state
and local cooperation with federal immigration
agents.

RCC board member Indra Nicholas stressed at
a meeting last month that RCC didn’t make the
policies up and is adopting them because it is
required by the state.

“We as board members are required — you
know, took an oath — to follow state and federal
law,” she said. “And so it’s irrelevant what, really,
I think about that, or anybody, but it’s something
that’s required of RCC.”

Nicholas said at that meeting the resolution
about not assisting federal or out-of-state law

Turn to RCC, Page 8A

After fire, Rogue
River plans two
preparedness,
evacuation forums

By Vickie Aldous
of the Daily Courier

With a hillside next to the town of Rogue River
still charred from an August wildfire, area resi-
dents are invited to roundtable discussions about
what went right and what went wrong during the
evacuation — and how to be better prepared for a
future disaster.

The Wards Creek Restoration Initiative is host-
ing the forums from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. this Satur-
day and again on Saturday, Oct. 3, at the Live
Oak Grange, 120 Gardiner St., Rogue River.
Lunch is included.

“We want at the end of it for people to say, ‘I
have a better evacuation plan for next time,”” said
Niki Murphy, executive director of the group,
which works on wildfire fuels reduction and other
projects.

She said everyone learned something from
their experience evacuating from the Fielder
Mountain Fire. They’ll be able to share their tips,
learn from others and hear from police, fire and
emergency preparedness representatives.

“This will be a time for the community to go,
‘OK. We just had a fire,”” Murphy said. “How did
your individual evacuation plan work? What did
you need? What worked? What did you forget?”

The fire erupted along Interstate 5 between
Grants Pass and Rogue River on Aug. 13 and
quickly grew in size, sweeping toward the smaller
town before firefighters eventually stopped it at
573 acres.

The fire burned within 30 feet of homes on the
western edge of Rogue River. Flaming material
rained down in the middle of town, Murphy said.

As with most towns and cities in Southern Ore-
gon, Rogue River has limited routes to flee from
an unfolding disaster.

During the Fielder Mountain Fire, people try-
ing to leave town hit traffic jams, and city offi-
cials said cell service crashed.

Murphy said people should familiarize them-
selves with lesser-known ways to leave the town
where they live, and carry a paper map in their
vehicles in case they lose cellphone mapping ser-
vices.

Turn to FORUMS, Page 8A
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Asante and nurses union discuss
court case amid signs of strike

By Emma Maple
of the Daily Courier

Settlement talks continue with
no immediate resolution in the
legal dispute between Asante and
the state’s largest nurses union.
Instead, escalating tensions
between the two parties indicate a
strike may be on the horizon.

On Monday, Asante, the largest
healthcare provider in Southern
Oregon, met with the Oregon Nurs-
es Association for a conference

call to discuss settlement of a case
filed in U.S. District Court in Med-
ford in November 2025.

The Daily Courier was barred
from attending. Neither party indi-
cated that the settlement talks had
yielded a decision.

The legal dispute in the case
centers around how much access
the union is allowed at Asante’s
Rogue Regional Medical Center
in Medford. Negotiations come at
an unstable time in the union’s
relationship with Asante: The

union’s contract with Rogue
Regional expires this month, the
union has released a statement
criticizing Asante for how it inter-
acts with healthcare profession-
als, and a help wanted ad seeking
strike nurses for an unnamed
medical facility in Southern Ore-
gon has been circulating on social
media.

On Aug. 24, an organization
called HospiTably announced that
a Southern Oregon facility may be
looking for strike nurses to tem-

porarily fill up to 650 registered
nurse positions in “dozens of spe-
cialties.”

ONA represents more than 1,100
RNs and more than 250 other
health workers at Rogue Regional.
Asante also operates Three Rivers
Medical Center in Grants Pass and
a facility in Ashland that was
downgraded earlier this year from
a hospital to a satellite campus of
Rogue Regional.

Turn to NURSES, Page 8A
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. Photos by EMMA MAPLE / Daily Courier

Micah DeBoer, senior installer with Medford-based The Sign Dude, places vinyl artwork depicting Medford pears onto a utili-
ty box on the corner of Riverside Avenue and Main Street in downtown Medford. The utility box is one of 20 that are being
covered in art in an effort to bring more color into downtown, according to the city.

Medford joins growi

i

An artist’s depiction of a bear in redwoods now decorates the utili-
ty box near the Rogue Community College/ Southern Oregon Uni-
versity Higher Education Center in downtown Medford. Other
cities, including Grants Pass and Ashland, also decorate boxes.
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ng trend of transforming drab utility boxes with artwork

By Emma Maple
of the Daily Courier

DeBoer had installed out of 20
total that had been commis-

ous, covered in typical drab

the city and local artists, the

Rogue Valley.

tion of Medford pears onto a
utility box on the corner of
Riverside Avenue and Main
Street.

“Just start at the top and

MEDFORD — A few weeks
ago, the utility boxes in down-
town Medford were inconspicu-

shades of gray. Now, thanks to

boxes are decked out in bright
colors honoring the history and
culture of the largest city in the

On a recent weekday, Micah
DeBoer, senior installer with
Medford-based The Sign Dude,
was plastering a colorful depic-

work your way down,” DeBoer
said while putting the vinyl on
and smoothing out the air pock-

ts.
The Medford pears, by artist

sioned by Medford in partner-
ship with the Downtown Med-
ford Association and Travel
Medford.

Each artist was paid $250,
and the city said it plans to add
more as funding is available.

After the city posted the art-
work to social media, Central
Point residents took notice and
began calling on their city to
consider adding art to its utility
boxes.

Central Point public works
director Matt Samitore said on
Monday that the city has
already been planning to add
art to utility boxes around
town, similar to what is hap-
pening in Medford.

The goal in Central Point is
to do the first few boxes in July
2027, once funding is available,
Samitore said.

Other cities, including

Lonna Jergensen, was the sev-

enth or eighth artwork that
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Mail voting restrictions fail, but other federal efforts could
reshape midterm elections, even as ballots go to voters

By Ali Swenson
Associated Press

NEW YORK — The Supreme
Court this week closed the chapter
on one of President Donald
Trump’s boldest efforts to reshape
November’s elections — a plan
that would have demanded a dra-
matic overhaul of the nation’s mail

voting processes on what most
election officials agreed was an
impossibly short timeline.

But the case was just one exam-
ple of the Republican president’s
numerous attempts to assert feder-
al control over the upcoming
midterms. Several others remain
in various states of play, even as
mail ballots have been sent out in

at least three states and early vot-
ing starts in others this week.

Recently, the Department of
Justice ordered officials in more
than two dozen states to preserve
records from the 2024 election as
part of a campaign to force them
to turn over detailed voter data
despite repeated court losses.

And lacking the sensitive voter

data the administration wants
from many states, the Department
of Homeland Security has
launched its own probe to find
noncitizen voters on state rolls, an
effort that a federal whistleblower
says is rushed, error-ridden and
potentially violating state laws.

Turn to VOTING, Page 8A
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