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Vacancy board meeting must 
wait for recall to be certified
By Chrissy Ewald 
of the Daily Courier 

It could be awhile before the 
Josephine County Board of Commis-
sioners is made whole again. 

On Friday, a meeting of county 
elected officials set for Monday to 
begin the process of filling two vacan-
cies on the Board of Commissioners 
was canceled. 

County Legal Counsel Wally Hicks 

issued a bulletin stating the meeting 
had to be postponed until the results of 
Tuesday’s special recall election of 
Commissione Chris Barnett is certi-
fied. That could take several weeks. 

Hicks said the hitch is that County 
Clerk Rhiannon Henkels cannot par-
ticipate in the temporary board until 
after she certifies the election, and the 
county charter says she must be 
included. 

For weeks the three-person Board 

of Commissioners has been down one 
person following the resignation of 
Commissioner Andreas Blech on Dec. 
5. 

Blech resigned rather than fight the 
special recall election that cost Bar-
nett his job on Tuesday. 

His resignation sparked a standoff 
between Barnett and the third mem-
ber of the Board of Commissioners, 
Ron Smith, over the process of filling 
Blech’s vacancy. 

Barnett wanted a say in the process 
even though he too was facing recall. 
Smith, meanwhile, voiced concerns 
about “back-room deals” and refused 
to participate in the process, thus 
effectively blocking it for lack of a 
quorum. 

With a 30-day window for the two 
commissioners to replace Blech now 
having expired, the county on Thurs-
day announced Plan B — a temporary 
board of other electeds — as envi-
sioned by the county charter. 

Hicks’ announcement seems to sug-
gest it could be several weeks before 

someone is appointed to Blech’s seat. 
Meanwhile, Barnett’s seat will be 
vacant in a few weeks as well. 

On Wednesday, Barnett reiterated 
his belief that because two commis-
sioners are still sitting on the board, 
the authority to appoint a replacement 
for Blech remains with the Board of 
Commissioners, and Smith’s choice 
not to participate does not change 
that. 

——— 
Reach reporter Chrissy Ewald 

at 541-474-3806 or 
cewald@thedailycourier.com.

Josephine County counsel finds hitch involving county clerk

By Emma Maple 
of the Daily Courier 

Approaching 10 years in office, state 
Rep. Pam Marsh says she’s ready for 

at least two more and 
has filed for reelection 
to a sixth term in the 
Oregon Legislature. 

The Ashland Demo-
crat filed to keep her 
House District 5 seat 
on Wednesday. To 
date she is the only 
person who has filed 
for the position. 

Marsh hasn’t given 
much thought to the race itself, she 
said in a phone call Friday with the 
Daily Courier, but she’s spent signifi-
cant time contemplating issues that 
she wants to tackle if she’s elected 
again. 

Ongoing issues at the top of her 
mind include housing, energy efficien-
cy for data centers, wildfire funding 
and support for local fire districts.  

“I’m going to look at our fire dis-
tricts and how our fire districts over 
time are going to be robust enough to 
weather all the responsibilities that 
fire districts have now, in this day and 
age of high wildfire risk,” she said. 

For Marsh, wildfire risks have been 
tied to housing needs. She called the 
2020 Almeda Fire the “defining 
moment” of her time in office. 

The fire, which started near Ash-
land and spread through Talent and 
Phoenix in a matter of hours, dam-
aged or destroyed more than 2,500 
homes and 600 businesses and burnt 
through around 3,000 acres, displacing 
thousands of people and upending 
their lives. 

Marsh said over the past five years 
she’s spent a “tremendous amount of 
time” dealing with the immediate 
emergencies created by the fire. In the 
future, she hopes to work toward 
“longer-term stability” and putting 
systems in place that allow the state to 
quickly provide basic services during 
natural disasters. 

“It’s really important for the state 
to be ready to go when a local commu-
nity has a disaster,” Marsh said. 

Marsh will try 
for reelection 
to Oregon 
House

By Chrissy Ewald 
of the Daily Courier 

A Grants Pass small business owner 
is taking Josephine County to court 
after county officials last month took 
the unusual step of stopping payment 
on a check to the business for $68,145 
in lottery-generated economic develop-
ment money. 

The underlying nature of the dis-
pute was not clear in court records in 
the case, but a series of emails 
obtained by the Daily Courier in a 
public records request shed light on 
years-long conflict between the busi-
ness owner and regional waste dispos-
al companies. 

Next up is a court date later this 
month in which a judge will decide 
whether to force the county to reissue 
the check. 

At the center of the dispute is Kon-
nor Kirkpatrick, who owns a junk 
hauling business in Grants Pass called 
2 Guys 1 Truck and a nonprofit thrift 
store called Thrift Right Here. 

Kirkpatrick made a presentation to 
the county Board of Commissioners on 
Dec. 3, asking for money to purchase 
a 30-yard commercial dump truck and 
sorting system to expand his business. 
His application said the purchase 
would guarantee the creation of at 
least five new, full-time local jobs 
within the first 12 months, increase the 
capacity of his business to clean up 
vacant properties, and increase diver-
sion of reusable, repairable and recy-
clable items into his thrift store. 

The Board of Commissioners subse-
quently voted 2-1 to give Kirkpatrick 
the money, a total of $68,145, with 
Commissioner Ron Smith voting no. 

They did so despite having been told 
the day before by Trent Carpenter, 
general manager of Southern Oregon 
Sanitation, that Kirkpatrick had been 
“trespassed or banned from all 
Josephine, Jackson, and Douglas 
County transfer stations and landfills, 
according to staff and/or haulers in 
those jurisdictions.” 

$68K stopped 
check at heart 
of years-long 
dispute that  
culminates in 
county lawsuit

By Vickie Aldous 
of the Daily Courier 

With almost no one using a shal-
low Reinhart Volunteer Park pond 
designed to practice casting fly fish-
ing lines, Grants Pass is considering 
other uses for the space. 

So far, a Grants Pass City Council 
majority is leaning toward installing 
a playground made of natural mate-
rials like wood and boulders. Coun-
cilors this week directed city staff to 
gather more information about nat-
ural playground designs. 

The park already has two play-
grounds made with typical materials 
like plastic and metal.  

Not everyone has given up hope 

for a pump track for bicycle, scooter 
and skateboard users at Reinhart 
Park. 

Pump tracks are paved loops with 
banked turns, jumps and small, 
rolling hills. They’re more fun than 
riding on the street, less intimidating 
than traditional skate parks with 
steep drop-offs, attract tourists and 
can help cyclists gain the skills to 
tackle mountain bike trails. 

They’re called pump tracks 

because cyclists can push their 
weight down, then lift up to generate 
momentum without pedaling. But 
people can also pedal or push off to 
propel themselves on scooters and 
skateboards. 

“We’ve got a lot of great play-
grounds in the city and the county 
— wonderful playgrounds for the lit-
tle littles,” local resident Kathleen 
Cortapassi told councilors this 
week. She added, “But by 8 years 
old, kids don’t want to play on those 
playgrounds with toddlers. They 
want to do something a little bit dif-
ferent. I think Reinhart Park is a 
perfect place for a pump-type 
track.” 

She said a pump track would 
appeal to all ages, including pre-
teens and teens. 

Grants Pass considers new 
use for park’s fly fishing pond

JULIE ANDERSON / Daily Courier 

Grants Pass Parks Supervisor Chad Westbrook stands near a seldom-used pond meant to help 
people practice their fly fishing casting at Reinhart Volunteer Park. Community members have a 
variety of ideas for repurposing the space, including a natural playground and a pump track.

Portland police chief confirms 2 wounded by ICE have some ‘nexus’ to gang
By Maxine Bernstein 
The Oregonian 

Portland Police Chief Bob Day con-
firmed Friday that the two people 
wounded in a shooting by a U.S. Bor-
der Patrol officer have some “nexus” 
to the Venezuelan gang Tren de 
Aragua. 

He said their names came up during 

an investigation of a local shooting 
last summer but that police detectives 
never identified the man or woman as 
suspects nor do the two face charges 
in the case. 

Day said it wasn’t clear how Luis 
David Nino-Moncada and Yorlenys 
Betzabeth Zambrano-Contreras may 
be connected to the gang, only that 
“they do have some nexus to involve-

ment with TDA.” 
His information proved much less 

definitive than what a U.S. Homeland 
Security statement said shortly after 
Nino-Moncada and Zambrano-Contr-
eras were shot and wounded Thursday 
afternoon in a parking lot encounter 
with Border Patrol agents. 

Federal authorities have described 
the woman shot as a suspected Tren 

de Aragua gang associate and the 
man as a Tren de Aragua gang mem-
ber. 

The Homeland Security statement 
claims Zambrano-Contreras “played 
an active role in a Tren de Aragua 
prostitution ring and was involved 
with a prior shooting in Portland in 
July” and that Nino-Moncada was 
arrested for impaired driving and 

unauthorized use of a vehicle. Both 
entered the U.S. illegally from 
Venezuela, federal officials said. 

Day said Zambrano-Contreras had 
been arrested on a prostitution allega-
tion in Washington County and that 
Nino-Moncada had been present when 
investigators served a search warrant 
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“I think Reinhart Park is a 
perfect place for a  
pump-type track.” 

 KATHLEEN CORTAPASSI 
resident speaking to city councilors about 

the trending cycle tracks

MARSH

Natural playground and 
bicycle track among ideas


