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Ashland City
Council ends
city manager’s
employment

By Emma Maple
of the Daily Courier

ASHLAND — The Ashland City Council voted
unanimously on Tuesday night to enter into a sepa-
ration agreement with City Manager Sabrina Cotta.

The council provided no reasons for the separa-
tion, which came just a few months after a perfor-
mance evaluation revealed that the council took
issue with Cotta’s leadership.

In the evaluation, the councilors said that Cotta
intentionally withheld information from them to
steer the council’s decisions and failed to communi-
cate well with the public on sensitive community
issues, allowing those issues to fester. The coun-
cilors asked Cotta to submit plans to address the
issues.

Following the performance evaluation, Cotta
went on personal leave for several weeks until mid-
September.

In the evaluation, many city staff said the issues
lay with how the council functioned, not with Cotta.
Mayor Tonya Graham was the sole person to
comment, following the unanimous decision Tues-

day night. She praised the work Cotta did for the
city, saying it was in a stronger position now as a
“direct result of your hard work and your dedica-
tion to the city.” She then gave Cotta flowers, and
City Councilor Eric Hansen shook Cotta’s hand.

The rest of the body sat silent.

The councilors also unanimously voted to
appoint Deputy City Manager Jordan Rooklyn as
the pro tem city manager beginning Oct. 17.

Meanwhile, several Ashland residents upset with
city leadership have submitted an ethics complaint
to the state, claiming that Cotta advocated for
salary increases that substantially benefited her
while downplaying the size of her own raise to the
City Council.

The complaint also alleged that the raises, which
allotted an additional $10,599 to Cotta and raised the
cap on how much she can make on the job, were
tied to decreased city services and increased city
fees on residents.

In August 2025, a split City Council approved
salary raises that totaled $1.81 million in a two-year
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State official says
homeless funding
is not first-come,
first-served

By Vickie Aldous
of the Daily Courier

Communities like Roseburg that set up low-barri-
er homeless shelters before cities like Grants Pass
don’t automatically get to keep receiving the bulk of
state shelter bed funding, according to the Oregon
Housing and Community Services agency.

For the current funding cycle, Grants Pass
received Statewide Shelter Program funding to
operate only 17 shelter beds, while Roseburg
received money for 72 beds — despite Grants Pass
having a larger population.

Roseburg set up low-barrier shelters earlier than
Grants Pass, but Grants Pass opened the new 150-
bed Parker’s Place Village for homeless people this
summer. The city of Grants Pass provided a nearly
$1.2 million grant to build the village, but not money
for ongoing operations.

After hearing complaints from Grants Pass and
Central Oregon about money not going to innova-
tive new homeless projects, State Rep. Pam Marsh,
a Democrat who represents southern Jackson Coun-
ty, checked with the Oregon Housing and Communi-
ty Services agency. She forwarded the agency’s
email response to the Daily Courier.

Liz Weber of OHCS said in the email the agency
instructed regional coordinators that allocate the
money to their local areas “that they need to main-
tain the overall existing number of beds in each
region to the greatest extent possible.”

Douglas County and Josephine County are
grouped together and compete for the same slice of
state money. The social services agency United
Community Action Network, known as UCAN, is
the regional coordinator in charge of dividing up
that money.

Weber said regional coordinators do have discre-
tion to make local decisions about which shelters
contribute to the overall number of beds. Some
regions have made changes, either by adding or
removing funding for different shelters.

“However, some regions have interpreted our
instructions to mean that they need to prioritize the
existing shelters,” Weber said. “Regions facing
tough choices around how to allocate available
resources, especially choices that would lead to the
closure of existing shelters, have in some cases cho-
sen to emphasize not just the preservation of beds
but of shelters that had already been receiving state
funding.”

Weber said regional coordinators have the dis-
cretion to determine how much to allocate to each
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Murder, suicide suspected
in Applegate Valley case

Troopers faced shots;
two men found dead

By Chrissy Ewald
of the Daily Courier

Josephine County Sheriff Dave
Daniel said his office is not aware
of any ongoing threat to the public
and an investigation is underway
after state troopers were shot at
and two dead bodies were found
on a property along Williams
Highway in the Applegate Valley

on Tuesday.

On Tuesday morning, Oregon
State Police detectives were
assisting the Medford Police
Department with follow-up on a
missing person investigation at a
property in the 10400 block of
Williams Highway, MPD said.

The address is near milepost 10
of the highway, north of the com-
munity of Williams.

While at the property, OSP
detectives made contact with an
individual who later retreated
inside the residence and shot at

detectives, MPD said.

The Josephine County Sheriff’s
Office and Grants Pass Police
Department responded, and the
incident developed into a barri-
caded subject situation, MPD
said.

“During the course of conduct-
ing business, OSP troopers were
shot at from a residence,” Daniel
said. “No one was hit. They did
not return fire at the person shoot-
ing at them.”

MPD confirmed that no law
enforcement officers were injured

during the incident.

“We contained the residence
because we believed the shooter
was inside,” Daniel said. “We
found out upon entry there were
two deceased adult males in the
residence. It appears one was like-
ly murdered, and the other one
looked like a self-inflicted gunshot
wound.”

Daniel said there were no peo-
ple alive in the house, and that to
the best of his office’s knowledge,
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Judge who helps parents get on
road to recovery wins state award

JULIE ANDERSON / Daily Courier

Josephine County Circuit Court and Family Court Judge Sarah E. McGlaughlin listens to a progress report from a partici-

pant in Josephine County BEAR Court, a family treatment court that supports parents with drug or alcohol addiction on the
path to long-term sobriety and safe parenting. McGlaughlin helped found the Building Engagment to Achieve Reunification
court and recently won a state award for her service to children.

By Chrissy Ewald
of the Daily Courier

For one hour every Monday, a
giant, stuffed bear sits in the wit-
ness box at a courtroom in the
Josephine County juvenile justice
building.

The bear lends a friendly air as
Family Court Judge Sarah E.
McGlaughlin asks the participants
in Josephine County BEAR Court

about their daily lives, their chil-
dren and their progress in recovery
from drug and alcohol addiction.

On Monday, McGlaughlin
praised one of nine participants
for being consistently on-time to
court, a change from earlier in the
program. She asked the woman
what helped her change that
behavior.

“Sobriety helps,” the woman
answered, as well as keeping her

eye on her goals.

The Daily Courier is not nam-
ing BEAR Court participants due
to the sensitivity of proceedings
for families.

BEAR stands for Building
Engagement to Achieve Reunifica-
tion. The family treatment court is
for parents involved with the Ore-
gon Department of Human Ser-
vices due to issues like addiction
or child abuse or neglect.

McGlaughlin, who helped
design the program in 2022 and
has overseen it since its launch in
2023, was honored this year with
the 2026 Oregon Chief Justice’s
Juvenile Court Champion award,
which honors leaders who raise
the “profile and priority of child
abuse and neglect cases in Oregon
courts.”
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Raz Zarfati, sister of Ron Zarfati who was killed in the Oct. 7,
2023, attack, hugs a memorial during the third anniversary
of the attack near Kibbutz Reim, southern Israel, Wednesday.

OHAD ZWIGENBERG / Associated Press

Israelis mark anniversary
of Oct. 7 attack by Hamas

By Melanie Lidman
Associated Press

NETANYA, Israel — Israelis
gathered today to commemorate
the Oct. 7, 2023, attack that killed
1,200 people, saw 251 taken
hostage, and sparked a war in
Gaza that has devastated the terri-
tory and left its 2 million people
living in dire conditions.

In southern Israel, families
mourned at intersections, bomb
shelters, and the site of a music
festival that Hamas-led militants
overran three years ago in the
deadliest attack against Israel. It
is the first anniversary that all the
hostages are home, marking a
new stage of grief.

For Palestinians, the anniver-

sary brings another day of life of
misery and difficulties after an
Israeli retaliatory campaign in
Gaza that has Killed tens of thou-
sands of people. Most of the popu-
lation of about 2 million people
live in vast, squalid tent camps,
with large parts of the strip’s
cities reduced to rubble.

More than half the territory
remains in the hands of the Israeli
military, and despite a ceasefire
deal reached nearly a year ago,
Israeli strikes continue almost
daily.

For the region, the day high-
lights a startling transformation
over the past three years. Israeli
troops occupy a large chunk of
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