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New federal data
reveal extent of
immigration
arrests in Pacific
Northwest

By Yesenia Amaro
The Oregonian

The Pacific Northwest last year saw a near his-
toric increase in immigration arrests, with a signifi-
cant spike in Oregon toward the end of 2025, accord-
ing to new data made public this week.

Arrests in Oregon, Washington and Alaska dur-
ing the last three months of 2025 are the most since
the height of enforcement at the end of the first
Obama administration, said Phil Neff, research
coordinator at the University of Washington Center
for Human Rights.

“It’s really near historically unprecedented lev-
els,” Neff said.

The arrests in and around Portland stunned the
researchers, he said.

“We were frankly blown away by the scale of the
arrests in the Portland area from October to
December of last year,” he said. “I think that’s the
most important finding that we want to share.”

Researchers at the UW center released an analy-
sis of immigration arrest trends Wednesday after
obtaining federal data as part of negotiations in
their ongoing litigation against the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security over access to records.

They drew the numbers from initial apprehension
forms produced by U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement for people the agency considers
deportable. The forms covered 2022 through 2025 for
people processed by the agency’s Seattle Field
Office, which oversees Oregon, Washington and
Alaska.

In Oregon, the data shows 1,655 immigration
arrests overall last year - more than the three pre-
vious years combined.

The number is slightly below the figure that fed-
eral officials have cited of more than 2,100 people
arrested in the state since President Donald Trump
took office. That compares to about 2,250 immigra-
tion arrests in the Pacific Northwest in 2011 during
the Obama administration’s focus on deporting
immigrants.

The new figures indicate that the majority of the
people arrested last year in Oregon - 1,265 - had no
pending criminal charges or convictions.

Immigration arrests grew from less than 100 a
month from January through September to more
than 400 in October and November, according to the
analysis.

Multnomah County with 576 arrests, Washington
County with 317 arrests and Marion County with 122
arrests saw the sharpest increases during the last
three months, according to the researchers.

Multnomah County also had the highest arrest
rate last year -- 96 arrests per 100,000 residents for a
total of 770.

Washington, Yamhill, Marion and Hood River
counties had rates of 42 to 58 arrests per 100,000,
with all other counties in Oregon seeing fewer than
35 arrests per 100,000 last year, according to the
data.

In Washington state, arrests rose steadily last
year, with fewer than 100 in January to more than
350 in December. Yakima County had the highest
per capita arrest rate, with more than 180 arrests
per 100,000 residents for a total of 477 arrests.
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US miilitary refueling
plane crashes in Iraq
killing 6 after collision
with another plane
that landed safely

By Kim Tong-Hyung and Adam Schreck
Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — All six crew members of
a KC-135 refueling aircraft supporting operations
against Iran are dead, the U.S. military said Fri-
day, after their plane crashed in western Iraq.

The U.S. Central Command, which oversees the
Middle East, said the crash followed an unspecified
incident involving two aircraft in “friendly air-
space,” and that the other plane landed safely.

The crash brings the U.S. death toll in Operation
Epic Fury to at least 13 service members, seven of
whom were killed in combat. About 140 U.S. service
members have been injured, including eight severe-
ly, the Pentagon said earlier this week.

Here’s what is known so far about the tanker,
which is the fourth publicly acknowledged U.S. air-
craft to crash during the war against Iran:

Cause of crash not immediately known

The U.S. Central Command said all six crew
members on board the crashed KC-135 have been
confirmed dead. It said the circumstances of the
crash are under investigation but that the loss of
the aircraft was “not due to hostile or friendly fire.”
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Commiissioners, county sued
by former department heads

By Chrissy Ewald
of the Daily Courier

Two more department heads
forced out last year during a con-
troversial restructuring effort led
by then-Commissioner Andreas
Blech are suing Josephine County,
Blech and four other past and pre-
sent county commissioners.

Michael Weber, who led the
county’s Public Health depart-
ment, and Mark Stevenson, who
led the county’s Community
Development department, filed
suit Thursday in circuit court on
the grounds of discrimination,
retaliation and defamation.

Named as defendants, in addi-
tion to the county, are former
Commissioners Blech, John West,
Herman Baertschiger Jr. and
Chris Barnett, and current County
Commissioner Ron Smith.

Both Weber and Stevenson
were fired in April 2025, shortly
before longtime Public Works
director Rob Brandes was forced
out as part of the same restructur-
ing effort led by Blech, who later
said the effort was modeled on
cuts at the federal level by the
Department of Government Effi-
ciency.

Under threat of recall, Blech
resigned in December 2025. Bran-

des sued last month.

Weber and Stevenson are rep-
resented by the same law firm,
Portland-based HKM Employment
Attorneys LLP, and both are ask-
ing for a jury trial and $1.5 million.

The lawsuits are the latest
stemming from turmoil in the
county that resulted in West’s
recall from office in December
2024, Blech’s resignation in lieu of
recall in December 2025 and Bar-
nett’s recall in another special
election on Jan. 6.

In addition to Brandes, a board
secretary whose firing was linked
to Blech is also suing the county,
as is former county finance direc-

tor Sandy Novak, who has accused
Smith of defamation.

Lawsuits were also filed by
West and Barnett over their
recalls.

In his lawsuit, Weber said he
filed a complaint with the Oregon
Government Ethics Commission
against West in March 2024 and
that Baertschiger, West’s col-
league at the time, then retaliated
against him for having done so.

In his complaint against West,
Weber said he was relaying con-
cerns from two other people that
West was pressuring department
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Youth studying ‘dragonology’ create
a Chinese dragon to take on parade
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Belle Wood hoists a pearl of wisdom as she leads a group of youth and parents holding up a handmade dragon on
Wednesday at Pacifica: A Garden of the Siskiyous in the Applegate Valley. The students are participating in a five-week
“dragonology” class, learning about the many cultures that use dragons as symbols and in stories.

By Vickie Aldous
of the Daily Courier

WILLIAMS — After researching
dragon lore from around the
world, kids debuted their own
handmade dragon in the Apple-
gate Valley on Thursday.

They took turns hoisting a pole
with a pearl of wisdom, bobbing
and weaving, as they led their
giant dragon puppet through a

field at Pacifica, a nonprofit
nature reserve near Williams.

The dragon represents good
luck, prosperity and authority in
traditional Chinese culture — a far
cry from the destructive dragon of
European legends.

“Dragons are really awesome,”
said Belle Wood, age 8. “I found
out that some dragons are war
dragons. It’s really cool. A war
dragon is a European dragon. It

causes mayhem.”

The dragon dance was the cul-
mination of a “dragonology” class
held at Pacifica on Thursdays for
the past five weeks.

In past programs, students
made masks and learned how to
do needle-felting.

The most recent five-week ses-
sion overlapped with Chinese New
Year, celebrated on Feb. 17 this
year.

“They learned about European
dragons versus Asian dragons,”
said teacher Corbin Brashear.
“Asian dragons are more benevo-
lent. They’re thought to bring
good luck.”

She said some students were
able to attend the annual Lunar
New Year event in Jacksonville on
Feb. 21.
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22 more state parks will be charging for parking March 30

By Mia Maldonado
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Visitors will have to pay park-
ing fees at 22 more Oregon state
parks by the end of the month.

The Oregon Parks and Recre-
ation Department requires day-use
parking permits at 46 parks and
waives fees at more than 150
parks across the state.

On March 30, the department
will add parking fees at an addi-
tional 22 day-use parks to help pay
for the maintenance and amenities
at those locations.

About 35% of funding for Ore-
gon State Parks comes from these
parking fees, and the fee changes
are to protect the experience at
these locations, interim depart-

ment director Stefanie Coons said
in a statement.

“We know fee changes are
tough and we truly appreciate the
support from visitors,” Coons said.
“These changes help us take care
of things people count on like
restrooms, boat ramps and trails,
so we can keep parks safe, clean
and welcoming for everyone.”

Access to state parks remains
free for visitors arriving without a
car. Oregon residents must pay
$10 to park a car while out-of-state
visitors must pay $12 for the entire
day of purchase.

For frequent park visitors look-
ing to save on parking, an annual
parking permit costs $60 for Ore-
gon residents and may be pur-
chased online.

March 30 also marks the start
of a $10 fee at 19 RV dump stations
across the park system. This fee
helps cover the cost of maintain-
ing this amenity and supports
efforts toward more sustainable
operations.

State parks with parking fees
added March 30 are:

» Agate Beach State Recreation
Area

¢ Angel’s Rest Trailhead

¢ Banks-Vernonia State Trail

¢ Bob Straub State Park

¢ Brian Booth State Park

e Bridal Veil Falls State Scenic
Viewpoint

e Cape Blanco State Park

e Cape Meares State Scenic
Viewpoint

¢ Carl G Washburne Memorial

State Park

¢ Devil’s Punchbowl State Nat-
ural Area

e Elijah Bristow State Park

* Fogarty Creek State Recre-
ation Area

¢ Gleneden Beach State Recre-
ation Area

¢ Governor Patterson Memorial
State Recreation Site

e Lake Owyhee State Park

¢ Latourell Falls Trailhead at
Guy Talbot State Park

¢ Molalla River State Park

¢ Oceanside Beach State Recre-
ation Area

¢ Roads End State Recreation
Site

e Umpqua Lighthouse State Park

e Wallowa Lake State Park

e William M Tugman State Park.
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