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Cooler temps help firefighters slow
spread on East Evans Creek Fire
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Bulldozers are scraping fire lines around
the East Evans Creek Fire as helicopters

attack from the air.

By Chrissy Ewald
of the Daily Courier

son and Wheeler.

ing.
The Oregon Department of
Forestry said containment
increased from 5% to 8%.

in the northeastern counties of

Firefighters were able to hold
the East Evans Creek Fire mostly
within its existing footprint on Fri-
day, with the fire growing 909 acres
to 13,999 acres by Saturday morn-

The fire is one of several now
burning across the state, including
a cluster of lightning-caused fires

Ridge Fire in Gilliam County
southwest of the town of Condon,
was around 15,620 acres and 0%
contained on Saturday morning.
On Friday, the Oregon State

Fire Marshal announced five task

forces from California and two
from Washington are coming to
Oregon to help fight fires across
the state.

An area along the Columbia

Freewater was under a red flag

Gilliam, Sherman, Wasco, Jeffer-

The largest fire, the Porcupine

Gorge from The Dalles to Milton-

warning for dangerous fire weath-
er through 10 p.m. Saturday.

On the East Evans Creek Fire,
lower temperatures and higher rel-
ative humidity over the past three
days provided better conditions for
firefighters.

However, temperatures are pre-
dicted to peak this weekend in the
mid-90s. Relative humidity is
expected to fall to near 20%, and
winds are expected to pick up in
the afternoon to gusts of up to 25
mph. All of that can fuel fire
growth.

An inversion layer is predicted
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to lift, which would likely clear the
air, allowing aircraft to safely fly,
ODF said.

A community meeting is
planned for Sunday at 2 p.m. to
give a brief operational update
about the fire.

It will be held in-person at the
Shady Cove School gym at 100
Cleveland St. and can be watched
online on the ODF Southwest Ore-
gon Facebook page.

On Friday night, fire lines held
around the Canyon Creek spot fire,
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Mercy Flights
crews to help
patients
overcome
addiction

By Vickie Aldous
of the Daily Courier

Mercy Flights medical teams have
long carried an emergency medication
that can reverse a potentially deadly
overdose, and they’ll soon be able to
offer a medication that eases withdraw-
al symptoms and curbs drug cravings —
setting the stage for recovery from
addiction.

EMTs, police officers and other first
responders in the Rogue Valley have for
years been on the front lines of Ameri-
ca’s opioid overdose epidemic, with
many in the Rogue Valley equipped with
the overdose antidote naloxone, also
known by the brand name Narcan.

But to get a buprenorphine prescrip-
tion to ease withdrawal symptoms and
reduce the desire to misuse drugs like
heroin, fentanyl and opioid pain pills,
patients typically have to visit a doctor.

Withdrawal symptoms include diar-
rhea, nausea and vomiting. Studies
show avoiding withdrawal is a major
reason people keep using opioids.

This week, Mercy Flights announced
it’s been chosen by the Oregon Health
Authority to take part in a pilot
buprenorphine project.

Mercy Flights crews will still revive
people from overdoses with naloxone,
but a clinician in the field will also be
able to offer burprenorphine and con-
nect patients to ongoing treatment and
recovery services, according to the non-
profit based at the Rogue Valley Inter-
national-Medford Airport.

A state grant will help fund the pilot
project, with exact amounts finalized as
recipients complete award agreements
with the state, according to the Oregon
Health Authority.

If successful, the pilot program that
includes Mercy Flights could change
how first responders handle overdoses
across Oregon.

Mercy Flights ground ambulance ser-
vice covers much of Jackson County,
with its medical air transport able to
pick up patients across Southern Oregon
and Northern California and fly them to
hospitals across the West.

Mercy Flights isn’t the only local
organization rethinking how to handle
overdoses.

When the Grants Pass Police Depart-
ment responds to drug overdoses, for
example, police dispatch Adapt Integrat-
ed Health Care mentors to talk with over-
dose survivors and connect them to help.

Adapt’s services include treatment
with buprenorphine or methadone, com-
bined with counseling, to help people
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As ICE arrests rise in the Rogue Valley,
Medtford family deals with its sudden impact

£
¥y - =
[ %

=

JULIE ANDERSON / Daily Courier

Tonya Espinoza shows a collection of photos that include her partner of 16 years, Omar Reyes-Martinez, who was detained by U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement on June 14 while riding with a friend near the Table Rocks. Reyes-Martinez, a seasonal wild-
land firefighter and reforestation worker, is now in a federal detention center in El Paso, Texas, awaiting deportation to Mexico.

By Emma Maple
of the Daily Courier

MEDFORD — Tonya Espinoza
was still asleep when her partner of
16 years, Omar Reyes-Martinez, left
home early one morning last month.
She didn’t get to tell him goodbye,
but she didn’t think anything of it at
the time.

With Immigration and Customs
Enforcement arrests on the rise in
the Rogue Valley, Espinoza had pre-
viously warned Reyes-Martinez to be
careful. Although she is a U.S. citi-
zen, Espinoza said Reyes-Martinez is
from Mexico and had been living ille-
gally in the U.S. for about 20 years.

“I always told him, ‘Please, work
and home — that’s it,”” she said in a
recent interview at her home in west
Medford.

For the first few hours after
Reyes-Martinez left on June 14, Sun-
day went on for the family like nor-

mal. A seasonal wildlands firefighter
and reforestation worker, he was
spending his day off with a friend,
foraging for plants in the Table
Rocks area for his small hobby gar-
den. Espinoza was spending her day
decorating cakes, and remembers
feeling pleased about how they were
turning out.

Around noon, the life Espinoza
had built with Reyes-Martinez and
her children started crumbling. A
friend called her, worried that no one
had heard from the two men for sev-
eral hours.

Espinoza immediately called
Reyes-Martinez. His phone went
straight to voicemail.

“I kind of thought it was ICE, in
the back of my head,” Espinoza said.
“But I didn’t want to think it was
that right away.”

As much as Espinoza might have
wished otherwise, her hunch proved
correct. After more than 48 hours of

silence, Reyes-Martinez finally
called her from the Tacoma North-
west Detention Center in Tacoma,
Washington.

“When I first found out, I just
went into a complete panic attack,”
she said. “I started screaming, cry-
ing. I felt like somebody had just
died to me.”

He is now awaiting transport out
of the U.S., one of hundreds of thou-
sands of people who have been
caught up in President Donald
Trump’s sweeping enforcement of
America’s immigration laws.
Although the Trump administration
has said the crackdown prioritizes
the deportation of dangerous crimi-
nals, there is ample evidence in the
data and anecdotally that immigra-
tion agents are also detaining people
who are in the United States illegally
but have no criminal record.

TONYA ESPINOZA

Tonya Espinoza and her partner

Omar Reyes-Martinez pose for a
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Emily Smith-
wick, 8, of Sunny
Valley accepts a
gift of a Beanie
Baby at the
unveiling of a
new historic sign
and audio pre-
sentation at the
Grave Creek
Covered Bridge
on Friday.

CHRISSY EWALD /

of the Daily Courier

By Chrissy Ewald

year.

bridge, features

SUNNY VALLEY — A
freshly refurbished kiosk will
tell the pioneering history of
Sunny Valley to the thousands
of travelers who visit the Grave
Creek Covered Bridge each

The kiosk, located just south
of the historic 1920 covered

Grants Pass sign painter J

itself.

wouldn’t be restoring

audience of around 30

a mural by

Marshall and an audio installa-
tion telling the history of the
Applegate Trail, the community
of Sunny Valley and the bridge

“What we didn’t realize was
that the biggest challenge

it would be uncovering the his-
tory,” Debra Lawwill told an

an unveiling ceremony Friday.
Lawwill is president of
Friends of Country Living, a

headed the kiosk project.

the 1950s by the Josephine
County Historical Society,

the kiosk, according to Lawwill.

people at

the same spot.

A historical sign was first
placed by the covered bridge in

The historical society part-
nered with Josephine County
Public Works in 1991 to erect a
new kiosk and historical sign in

After 35 years exposed to the

Refurbished kiosk tells pioneer history of Sunny Valley

nonprofit community organiza-
tion in Sunny Valley that spear-

elements, the sign was in bad
shape.

Lawwill said Friends of
Country Living initially intend-
ed to restore the sign, but when
they removed its protective
acrylic covering, they realized
the damage was more exten-
sive than they thought and
decided to replace it altogether,
but with something a bit differ-
ent.
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