
By Carlos Fuentes 
The Oregonian 

Saylor Graham-Poarch, the 7-year-
old who survived the Bend school 
shooting earlier this month, has been 
moved out of a hospital’s intensive 
care unit, her family said in a state-
ment Monday morning. 

“Saylor was in critical condition at 
first, but she’s now stable,” her family 
said. “She has a long recovery ahead, 
and right now all we want is to be with 
her through it.” 

On Oct. 15, Saylor survived a shoot-

ing at Silver Rail Elementary School 
that killed three students and an edu-
cator, police said. The teenage shooter 
was killed by an armed father. 

Saylor was taken to St. Charles 
Medical Center in Bend after the 
shooting and was then transported to 
OHSU Hospital, where she continues 
to recover, according to her family. 

“Even as we’re grateful for Say-
lor’s progress, our hearts are broken 
for the families of the three children 
and the teacher who were killed,” the 
family said. “We are holding them 
close, and we grieve with them.” 

Saylor has an ultra-rare gene muta-
tion disorder known as CASK, which 
affects brain development and comes 
with a wide array of physical and cog-
nitive challenges. 

Two years ago, Saylor was selected 

as the 2024-25 “Sparrow” for Bend 
Senior High School through nonprofit 
Sparrow Clubs, which matches chil-
dren who have life-affecting medical 
conditions with schools. Students at 
participating schools volunteer to 
unlock funds from donors to support 
the Sparrows and their families. 

“She is a beam of light and made a 
tremendous impact on this entire stu-
dent body,” Central Oregon Sparrow 
Clubs said in a social media post after 
the shooting. 

Saylor’s family thanked everyone 
who has “shown our family so much 

love during the hardest time of our 
lives,” as well as those who have con-
tributed to two GoFundMe fundraisers 
to help the family. As of Monday 
morning, thousands had collectively 
contributed more than $1 million for 
the family. 

“We can’t respond to everyone indi-
vidually, but please know that every 
kind word, prayer, and act of support 
means more to us than we can say,” 
the family said. “Above all, please 
keep Saylor in your thoughts and 
prayers as she heals. We are beyond 
grateful that she is still here with us.” 
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Grants Pass High School senior receiver/defensive back AJ Waits plays the trumpet with the Grants Pass High School march-
ing band during the halftime of Friday’s game against South Medford High School.

Playing double-duty on the field

By Alejandro Figueroa and Kyra Buckley 
Oregon Public Broadcasting 

Pacific Seafood processing plant workers 
are back on the job in Newport after a fire 
Sunday in one of the company’s buildings 
forced an evacuation of the Yaquina Bay 
waterfront. 

Sunday’s fire, in a building used for freez-
ing fish, raised worries that ammonia might 
have mixed into the smoke. The cause of the 
fire is still being investigated, and the Oregon 
State Fire Marshal now says the ammonia 
tank used for refrigeration at the site was not 
punctured. But those initial concerns prompt-
ed an hours-long evacuation and fueled fears 
that the city’s only major seafood processor 
could be down for days — or longer. 

The fishing industry on the Oregon coast, 
which sends products all over the world, is 
breathing a sigh of relief that it won’t have to 
problem-solve a prolonged outage at the plant. 

“Although the damage from the fire is 
severe, at this point it appears to be limited to 
a single building,” Ashton Meier, Pacific 
Seafood’s vice president of resource sales and 
processing, told OPB in an email. “We are 
very happy to be able to report that all of our 
team members are already back at work 
today and we are processing as usual in all of 
our other facilities along the Newport 
bayfront.” 

The Clackamas-based company is one of the 
nation’s largest seafood processors. Pacific 
Seafood employs more than 3,000 people and 
operates more than 40 locations that harvest, 
process and distribute seafood, according to its 
website. 

By Chrissy Ewald 
of the Daily Courier 

At Caveman football games this fall, 
spectators may have noticed something 
unusual at halftime: two players in the 
marching band wearing football uni-
forms. A video of the players by the 
Grants Pass School District racked up 
more than 70,000 likes on Facebook and 
2.7 million Instagram views. 

That’s because this year, two stu-
dents are serving double-duty on the 
football team and playing trumpet in the 
marching band. 

“These last four months have proba-
bly been the most exciting of my life,” 
said AJ Waits. 

Waits, a senior at Grants Pass High 
School, and teammate Brodie Donald-
son, a sophomore, aren’t the only stu-
dents in marching band who also do a 

sport, but they are the only ones who do 
both at the same time. 

Waits explained the process: the foot-
ball team prepares for the game until 
around 6:50 p.m., then gets onto the field 
and plays. 

“Right when the halftime bell rings, 
we run off with the team, and then we 
stay on the field and walk out with the 
band,” he said. “We play our halftime 
show, then run back to the locker room, 
walk out, and get back to the game.” 

In order to get his trumpet onto the 
field for halftime, Donaldson said he 
puts his trumpet case onto a synthesizer, 
which gets rolled onto the field. “I just 
feel like it’s more protected than taking 
my instrument out of its case and leav-
ing it with someone,” he said. 

Donaldson said playing in his football 
uniform is way more comfortable than 
the marching band uniform. 

“I hate our marching band uniforms,” 
he said. 

Waits said for him, the marching 
band uniform is better than the football 

Newport seafood 
plant operating 
again after fire, 
evacuations
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The Oregon Department of Forestry 
dropped the fire danger level from moderate 
to low on Monday amid rainfall, but warned 
that fire season is not yet over and debris 
burning remains prohibited. 

“While the arrival of fall weather is a wel-
come change, the district will continue evalu-
ating weather patterns, fuel moisture and fire 
activity as it awaits a significant, season-end-
ing weather event that will allow fire season 
to safely conclude. Until then, the public is 
encouraged to continue practicing fire pre-
vention and following all current restrictions, 
as cooler conditions alone do not eliminate 
wildfire risk,” ODF said in a Monday 
announcement. 

The low fire danger level and associated 
regulations apply to 1.8 million acres of ODF-
protected land in Josephine and Jackson 
counties, which includes private land and 
Bureau of Land Management property. 

Cities and the U.S. Forest Service often fol-
low ODF’s lead. 

ODF said the decrease to low fire danger 
comes as fall weather brings rain and cooler 
temperatures this week. The absence of per-
sistent, dry winds blowing from the east has 
also contributed to better conditions. 

“These conditions have allowed the district 
to return to the low fire danger level for the 
first time since the beginning of the 2026 fire 
season on May 15,” ODF announced Monday. 

ODF declared the start of fire season two 
weeks earlier than normal this year due to lit-
tle snow in the mountains and drought condi-
tions in Josephine and Jackson counties. 

In 2025, the fire season started on the typi-
cal date of June 1 and ended on Oct. 27. 

Fire danger low, 
but no burning 
as fire season 
continues

Turn to LEVEL, Page 8A

Turn to NEWPORT, Page 8A Turn to DOUBLE, Page 8A

By Vickie Aldous 
of the Daily Courier 

The builder of a homeless village 
in Grants Pass has notified the city 
government he believes the city 
didn’t live up to an agreement to 
help him get funds to operate the 
site, and the village’s ability to stay 
open is now in jeopardy. 

Bernie Woodard of the Rose-
burg-based business Elk Island 
Trading Group sent the notice via 
certified mail earlier this month, 
then posted a statement about the 
notice on the village’s Facebook 
page on Monday.  

“We still believe we can work 
through the issues surrounding this 
very challenging project with the 

mutual cooperation of the City of 
Grants Pass,” Woodard said in the 
post. 

When the city awarded Elk 
Island nearly $1.2 million to build 
the 150-bed village, it agreed to sup-
port the company’s pursuit of oper-
ating funds from local, state, feder-
al or private sources. The city fund-
ing came with no money for ongo-

ing operations. 
In the notice mailed to the city, 

Woodard said the city didn’t help 
Elk Island get operating funds, 
which constitutes a “material 
breach” of the terms of the agree-
ment. 

In an email, City Manager 

Future of Grants Pass 
homeless village uncertain
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Grants Pass High School football tight end and line-
backer Brodie Donaldson, a sophomore, plays with 
the high school marching band on Friday.

7-year-old Bend shooting survivor out of ICU, faces long recovery
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Two Grants Pass football 
players hustle to play at   
halftime with marching band

“...Every kind word, prayer, 
and act of support means 

more to us than we can say.” 
GRAHAM-POARCH FAMILY


